FRA FILIPPO LIPPI AXD POPE EUGENICS  THE FOURTH        169
could ever hope to capture, and that the remains of his nation were threatened with ruin and expulsion. 'I do not fight/ said he, 'whenever it suits the convenience, or gratifies the malignity, or the caprice, of two silly quarrelsome princes, drawing my sword in perfectly good humour, and sheathing it again at word of command, just when I begin to get into a passion. Xo ; I fight on my own account ; not as a hired assassin., or still baser journey rnan/
Eugenius.    It appears then really that the infidels have some semblances of magnanimity and generosity.
Filippo. I thought so when I turned over the many changes of fine linen ; and I was little short of conviction when I found at the bottom pf my chest two hundred Venetian zecchuis. * Eugenius. Corpo di Bacco! Better things, far better things, I would fain do for thee, not exactly of this description ; it would excite many heart-burnings. Information has been laid before me, Filippo, that thou art attached to a certain young person, by name Lucrezia, daughter of Francesco Buti, a citizen of Prato.
Filippo.    I acknowledge my attachment: it continues. Eugenius.   Furthermore, that thou hast offspring by her. Filippo.   Alas!  'tis undeniable.
Eugenius. I will not only legitimatize the sakP offspring by motu proprio and rescript to consistory and chancery . . ~~ Filippo. Holy Father! Holy Father! For the love of the Virgin, not a word to consistory or chancery of the two hundred zecchins. As I hope for salvation, I have but forty left: and thirty-nine would not serve them.
Eugenius.   Fear nothing.   Not only will I perform what I have promised, not only will give the strictest order that no money be demanded by any ofiicer of my courts, but, under the seal of Saint Peter, I will declare thee  and Lucrezia Buti man and wife. Filippo.   Man "and wife I Eugenius.   Moderate thy transport. Filippo.    O Holy Father! may I speak?

